
(Empowered Under Section 8 of Animal Rules 1962) 

REGULATIONS FOR THE IMPORTATION 
OF CAPRINE/OVINE EMBRYOS 

FROM NEW ZEALAND INTO MALAYSIA

A Animal : Goat / Sheep
B Product : Embryo
C Country of 
Export : New Zealand

D Regulations for Importation:
1. General Conditions 

  
a. A permit to import must be obtained from the Director General, Veterinary 

Services/Livestock Department of the importing country. 
b. Permit will be issued for single consignment only, and the importer must supply 

the following information:  breed, number of embryos required and name and 
address of exporter. 

c. The  permit and all the required certification must accompany the consignment 
to the importing country. 

d. Donor  animals  in  these conditions means female animals from which embryos 
are collected. 

2. Identification 
  

a. The identification of the donor, the semen used and the date of collection must 
be shown on the veterinary certificates accompanying the embryos. 

b. All ampules and straws must be permanently marked with identification of the 
donor, the semen used and the date of collection. 

c. If a code is used for this information it must  accompany each consignment. 
 

3. Certification 
All certicification shall be made by a full time government veterinary officer 
  

4. Approved Centre 
The donors must be held at an approved embryo collection centre or at an approved 
farm of origin from the time of insemination until after completion of collection of the 
embryos. The centre or the farm of origin must be under the supervision of a veterinary 
surgeon and be approved by the Veterinary Authority of the country. 
  

5. Disease Status of Exporting Country 
New Zealand is free from Brucellosis (Brucella abortus & B. melitensis), Foot and 
Mouth Disease, Rinderpest, Contagious Caprine Pleuro pneumonia, Bluetongue, 
Vesicular  Stomatitis, Bovine Spongiform Encephalopathy(BSE), Maedi-visna, 
Pulmonary Adenomatosis(jaagsiekte) and Scrapie. 
  

6. Health Status of the Farm of Origin of the Donor Animals 
The approved embryo collection centre or the farm of origin of the embryos shall be 



certified : 
a. Not under official quarantine for the control of contagious animal diseases 
b. Free from Tuberculosis 
c. Free from clinical or other evidence of Johne's disease during the last three 

years 
d. Free from clinical evidence of infectious Caseoue Lymphadenitis(CLA), 

Leptospirosis, Caprine Arthritis-encephalitis, Trichomoniasis (Trichomonas fetus) 
and Campylobacteriosis (campylobacter fetus subsp.fetus) for the last six 
months. 
 

7. Semen Used 
The semen used to fertilise the embryos shall be derived from donor bulls that were 
either born in New Zealand or  has been resident in New Zealand not less than 12 
months prior to insemination and certified free of diseases as in (6) above. 
  

8. Examination of Animals 
On the dates of collection of the embryos ,the donor animals shall be examined and 
certified free from any clinical evidence of Infectious Bovine Rhinotracheitis 
(balanoposthitis /infectious pustular vaginitis) and any other infectious or contagious 
disease or notifiable diseases known to be transmitted via semen or embryos. 
  

9. Pre and Post Collection Requirements 
  

a. The embryos in the consignment are derived from donor animals which have  
been resident in the exporting country of a continuous period of at least 12  
months immediately before the date of collection 

b. Only new or sterilised containers and fresh nitrogen not proviously used for any 
other purpose may be used for the storage of the embryos.  The embryos must 
be stored at a centre approved as in condition 4 above for at least 30 days 
immediately before shipment 

c. The embryos shall be 
1. collected and processed with all standard aseptic procedures being 

observed 
2. examined and certified to have an intact zona pellucida and were free of 

adherent materials at the time of collection and freezing 
3. were subjected to washing procedures and trypsin treatment procedures 

recommended by the Interna¬tional Embryo Transfer Society (I.E.T.S 
manual) and the Office International des Epizooties (O.I.E) Terrestrial 
Animal Health Code. 

4. placed in individual straws, sealed and properly identified according to the 
guideline recommended in the IETS Manual. 

10.Entry Conditions 
  

a. On arrival in the importing country the consignment will be checked by an          
Inspector under the relevant Animal Rules and, providing it complies with 
the        conditions of the permit to import, it will be released to the importer 

b. consignment which does not comply with the requirements of the permit will be   
held in bond at the port of entry and the particulars of it referred to the Director 
General Veterinary Services 



c. The importer must keep full records of embryos distributed and make these 
available to an inspector under the Animals Rules 1962 when required 

Application and enquiries: 
Import-Export Control and Quarantine Unit 
Department of Veterinary Services 
Wisma Tani, Blok Podium 4G1 
Presint 4, 62630 Putrajaya 
  
Telephone  :   603-8870 2000 
Faximile     :   603-8888 6472 
Email   :   wto-sps@jph.gov.my 
Website :   http//agrolink.moa.my/jph 
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