treating
antibiotics
like sweets

WE read with mixed ematians the
nows roport that claimed the Ver-
erinary Services Depariment
(¥SD) had sabd antiblotic-free
meat WhS Mo capensie.,

We are surjrised -al the srage-
ment about the use of antiblotics
in the poulory industry.

T appears V5D i mare con-
cerned gbout the price of antlbl-
otics-froe meat over the mors 5o
ritnas risk posad by the misuse of
antiblotics In food animals.

The: injudicious ase. of antibi-
oics B a public ealth riskc

Of the cight basto congumer
rights; the right to safely, the right

to be Informed: and the right m
choose apply to the marter being
akisrysesd.

Enshrined in these three rights
is the right of consumens to know
the risks invobeed o that an in-
formed dectsion can be made be-
fore. barying any pmdoct or ser-
ValE.

Consumers have: the tight m
know if the chicken or meal
bought contains antbiotics and is
safe for coosumjption. Alterna-
tively, consumers have the right w
usk for antibiotic-fres pouliny and
Mmear

To buy or-not is upoio con-
sumers, but the choaice i3 in-
formed, .

Why the fuss ahout the tise of
antibloties In poulory and  mear
products? -

Ts this hecaisedf onmearty ahoul
the slde cffects from consuming
mest prochicts angd poolry con-
Eining antiblotics?

The matter is actually mone se
rious than the side aTacts,

Prior o thedevelopmentof an-
tibiotics, bacterial infections wem
e primery cause of BmEn moe-

pddiry anid mosaling

Slmee thie discovery of peniciliin
In 1928, antibiotica have Crans-
formed medicine and saved mil-
Lo oo Hves.

Howewver, after many decades of
overuse and misage, some atibi-
otics are no longer as effective due
mainly oo the emergente of re-
sistant bactoria.

Antibiotic resistance oecurs
thronagh nateml selection,

Homeever, there afe athes social
and admintstrative human factors
that have accelerated the emer
gence amd gpresd of fegistancs
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Dne cause 15 the misuse of an-
tiblotics in human therapewtic
Lrestmenl.

Another factor tha: cannot be -

disconinted i the transmission.af
antiblotlc - resistant - mlcrobes’

The 2015 Review on Antiinico-
blal Bealstance, comiiissloned by
British Prime Minister and hiosted

by the Wellcome Trst! feported

that in the United States, animals
consumed more than twice as
many medically-important an-
tibiotics as humans,

‘T region alsoshiowed that of
I3tacedemic studles, 72 per cent
Tound evidence of a link between
antiblotic consumpion In Food
anlmals and résistance In lw-
T,

It a BDC News article on May 15,
Lomd HMm O'%elil was guoted s
saying: 7. b campaion wad need-
i to stop people treating antibi
othes e sweets”,

The meport 15 the most compre:
henzive w dare as it consolidates
clght Interim reports that recom
mend the need to reduce antlbi
Jotic wke in agriculture, ingloding &
bam oo those “hishly critical™ m
humian feslch,

The World Health Organizasion
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&

warns that If overuse and misuse of
nnnl:_llu:-tl.cn i hmmans and animal
continucs, the redstance proopss
Wil be acoelerated, pushing the
world towards a “post-anciblotie
ers™ where mbmor-bacterial nfec-
tll:_IEI! bécomo 1ife threatening. A
Minor-cuL on your arm may kil

VoL

W nove that-theuse of nni-
ofics remaine croclal In dHsesze
trestment dnd conteal fn food an-
Imalte

Howeves, antl-antibiotics greame
are concerned abot et just the
ovenze and miswse of antihiotics
in Ivestack, but ales the uss of
barinéd sntibdetics, such as chio-
mamphenical and nitrofurans, in
farmad animal products,

Wetruse Hh the suthorities forthe
defivery of pablic services.

In the ease of farmed animal
prochucts, we trust VSD w0 snsure
that products sold are safe for con-
sumpton;

If the suthorlties think that an-
tibiotic-froe poultry and meat are
cxpensive, they should provide
more onsiructve aliernsthoes, as-
sistance and Incentives o encour-
aga furmeTs th adapt orgarile frm-
Ing techmobomy.

Regular frm inspections should

be carfled ur 1o assure hygiene
and waste management (o reduce
the dekof Infection, |

THere is suflicient ovidence tn-
dicating that use of antibiotics as
Erowth-promoters does not give as
much economic benefit & previ-
mnasly thoisghe,

Adlopition ‘of more sostainable

shiculd be encouragsd
and incentlvised,

Besldes, the autkasitios shauld
work with comemuntty ane civil so-
clery organitftions to educate the
puihli,

Tt wew of sulfficiens and moent-
Ing evidence In support of llmiting
the usedfantibloties In agricainsre,
VER should take action to impose
mare stringent eontrol on the use
of ansibiotics In food animals and
help thelndwsery to grow in 8 mose
sustainable way.

These efforts will slow dawn the
spread and propagation of antfh.
otic reslgtance in the country,
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