Dr Dogs

to

make -
house calls,

Trained canines to follow
Hospice team during home visits
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PETALING Java: Realising 1he
positve inffoence dogs have on
sick people,a palliative care rop-
tre has inmiated an animal-assise-
ed thempy gragramme;
| Kamh Hespice Care Sociery will
(e abaticloned cagines  which
have been tramed o beosme
theeapy dogs.

Society president Yao Puay Huel
saidl it declded ook with Furmy
Friends Farm (FFF) and use dogs
Lained under s Br Tiog pro-
FTAMMe a8 thiarapy dogs.

“When we decided tn start the
procramme here, we wanted to
help ababdened dogs as well by
‘owving them a new |ease on hife”
sald Voo duving the aunch of the
tie-up at the centre recently.

The T TN progiamine was
started by Heag  Kong-bysed
British animal activise B Jill
Robinson who allewed for it tobe
made availahle hereunder FFE

Deas that pass their qualifving
exaination -ane accredited and
affowed to wse the e "D wifoe
their names.

Amaong the dozs that visited the
cemire was FFES tesident therapy
dog Drbella whao was surrendeted
ti the Tarm mver fwin Years agn,

¥eo, who is Dr Bella's handler,
said the therapy dogs would
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dovonpany the socieiy’s home
care  team  when  Ehey visit
patienis.

“Wiostal nu) hame care paticnis
havs been siven betwesn four and
six. months o Hve and a Int af
peopie facine theend of theirfives
need solace,” nobed Yeo,

Shesaid therewas a.lol of med-
ical dara showing that animals,

‘especially dogs, lave a positive

infloence and can help those fac-
g death become more commu-
nical v,

The serviee 15 prowvided fres by
Fath. the Or Dag programime as
well a5 the palliative care cenira.

Other accredited therapy dogs
at the swoely's premises m
Mekaling Jaya include Dr Kylie,

e was among e first Baich

af fomr dogs trained under the Br
Dog programme hare m 2005
Thie el thive dogs — Bt
Cideon, Uy Abe and Dr Sugac— all
died of natoral canses
peamwhile. Dr Dog Malaysia
eoordinator Salehin lbrahim said
more peopls wepe needed
hecoma therapy dog handlers
“Ue b inany dogs that can
be traimed onder the programmea
at Kt butwe need people o be
tramed to handle these dogs,™ said
Salehin :
Those intzrested in becoming
handiers, can e=mail Salehin @1
safehtiibrahimiyakoo.com.

Erer: Yoo clowning around with Dr Belia et} and Cr Kylie in Petaling Java.




