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ATHER than staying home to

watch cartoons, Kasih Atikah

Basri, 8, prefers being on the fam-

ily farm helping her father, Basri
Ibrahim, 41, and uncle, Kamarudin
Ibrahim, 31, take care of their more than 50
COWS.

She has been helping out at the half-
hectare farm in Kampung Chembong Ke-
cil, Negri Sembilan since she was 6, show-
ing no fear of being around the large an-
imals and instead forming a close bond
with them.

Kasih spends a lot of time on the farm,
which also has 100 buffaloes and goats,
with her sister Zohaika Basri, 15, and

- cousins Aidil Adha Bakari, 12, and Nur

Bakaﬂ,&

y with all the cows, but there -
I'm really close to and truly
over a year old and hand-

me when I call and drink
er. Serong is special and
a use he can’t walk

esn’t mix with the other

—

Kasih Atikah Basri giving salted water to cows at her family’s farm in Rembau, Negri
Sembilan on Monday. BERNAMA PIC
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cows,” said the little girl, who wantsto be a
veterinarian when she grows up.

The Year Two SK Sepri pupil said she
didn’t mind cleaning out the manure from
the cow pens or feeding the animals be-
cause they are like her best friends.

She also wasn’t bothered if she was

teased for working on a farm or being close -

to the animals.

Kamarudin said Kasih used to come in
the evening after school, but now that her
school has closed because of the pandem-
ic, she comes by in the morning, too, play-
ing with the cows and helping to herd
them back to their pens.

“In the beginning, we wondered if she’d
be scared, but instead, she insisted on fol-
lowing us and has even formed a special
bond with the animals.

“I think she likes that the cows come to
her when called. They’ve even been given
names such as Merah, Putih, Gajah and
Hitam,” he said.

Kamarudin, who runs the farm with two
other brothers, said he was proud that his
niece liked coming to the farm instead of
doing something non-beneficial. Berna-
ma
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