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Kartel import daging masih aktif

MAQIS tidak ada kuasa halang syarikat proksi

Pindaan akta mampu memperkukuh kuasa bertindak MAQIS
Cartels continue to use proxy firms

‘It breaks my heart to see my family endure this’

MAAQIS: Proxy firms can import frozen meat.

‘The syndicates will always look for loopholes’
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Karte] import

daging masih aktif

Nama buruh

dm sebagai
‘pengarah’ masih
digunakan

Oleh Wartawan BH
bhnews@bh.com.my

Kuala Lumpur: Operasi kartel
mengimport daging diragui sta-
tus halalnya, dengan mengguna-
kan nama syarikat pemilik Bu-
miputera, dikesan masih aktif
apabila bekalan yang cuba di-
bawa masuk, ditahan pihak ber-
kuasa di sebuah zon bebas pe-
labuhan, baru-baru ini.
Berdasarkan dokumen diteri-
ma dan dilihat BH, syarikat prok-
si itu mengimport bekalan sejak
- 2019 Semakan mendapati, nama
buruh am dinyatakan
ah’ dengan pega-

pengimport sah dengan Jabatan
Perkhidmatan Kuarantin dan Pe-
meriksaan Malaysia (MAQIS).
Namun, lelaki dinamakan seba-
gai ‘pengarah’ dan pemegang
syer, langsung tidak mengetahui
kedudukan dirinya dalam sya-
rikat terbabit.

Sepanjang 2019, syarikat itu
mengimport 195 tan daging ber-
nilai kira-kira RM2.4 juta, ma-
nakala tahun lalu, lebih 320 tan
bernilai lebih RM3 juta dibawa
masuk, khususnya dari Brazil
dan Australia.

Kegiatan syarikat itu yang ber-
terusan menggunakan namanya
sebagai ‘pengarah’ menyebab-
kan buruh berusia 37 tahun ter-
babit membuat dua laporan polis,
tetapi setakat ini gagal meng-
hentikan perbuatan tidak ber-
tanggungjawab itu.

Mangsa bimbang dikenakan
tindakan oleh pihak berkuasa ke-
rana namanya masih disenarai-
kan sebagai pengarah syarikat,
sedangkan langsung tiada kena
mengena dengan kegiatan meng-

import daging diragui status ha-
lal itu.

“Saya amat berharap perkara
ini dapat diselesaikan pihak ber-
kuasa. Sebelum ini, saya pernah
dikunjungi pihak berkuasa ber-
kaitan yang mengambil ketera-
ngan,” katanya kepada BH.

Mangsa berkata, walaupun ti-
dak gentar sebab yakin tidak ber-
salah kerana tidak terbabit ak-
tiviti ‘haram’ syarikat itu, na-
mun beliau bimbang keselama-
tan isteri dan dua anak.

“Risau dan kasihan anak, me-
reka kelihatan takut apabila pi-
hak berkuasa datang ke rumah.

“Saya faham benda seperti ini
tidak mudah diselesaikan, na-
mun amat berharap nama saya
dapat dibersihkan,” katanya.

Sebelum ini, BH pernah me-
laporkan syarikat proksi ditu-
buhkan kartel pembekal daging
sejuk beku di negara ini, dina-
makan dengan nama berunsur
islamik dan kemelayuan untuk
meraih keyakinan pengguna Is-
lam.
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' MAQIS tidak ada kuasa
“halang syarikat proksi

Kuala Lumpur: Jabatan Perkhid-
matan Kuarantin dan Pemerik-
saan Malaysia (MAQIS) tiada kua-
sa menghalang mana-mana sya-
rikat proksi mengimport bekalan
daging sejuk beku ke negara ini.

Ketua Pengarahnya, Saiful Ya-
zan Mat Alwi, menjelaskan ma-
na-mana pihak boleh mengimport
masuk bekalan daging sejuk beku,
asalkan mematuhi peraturan di-
tetapkan.

Beliau berkata, mana-mana pe-
ngimport mesti mempunyai per-
mit import dan mematuhi semua
peraturan ditetapkan MAQIS, se-
belum membawa masuk bekalan.

“Malaysia negara dagang, jadi
negara mengalukan sektor im-
port, penggunaan syarikat sama
ada proksi atau tidak, adalah tak-
tik perniagaan.

“Selagi mereka memenuhi sya-
rat permit, mereka boleh meng-
importnya, syarikat bebas bernia-
ga,” katanya kepada BH.

Beliau mengulas modus operan-
di menggunakan syarikat proksi
untuk membawa bekalan daging
diragui halal masuk ke pelabuhan
dilihat masih aktif dipercayai di-
dalangi kartel.

Pada masa sama, Saiful Yazan

berkata, mana-mana individu
yang berasakan diri mereka di-
gunakan identitinya untuk me-
nubuhkan syarikat, mereka di-
minta membuat laporan polis un-
tuk tindakan selanjutnya.

Beliau berkata, pengimport da-
ging sejuk beku memerlukan per-
mit import (IP), iaitu berbeza de-
ngan ayam yang memerlukan per-
mit diluluskan (AP).

Ini kerana, bekalan daging tem-
patan tidak mencukupi dan hanya
sekadar memenuhi Kkira-kira 30
peratus kegunaan domestik.

“IP yang dikeluarkan ini bukan
tujuan untuk meraih keuntungan,
namun sebagai mekanisme kawa-
lan,” katanya. -

¢ Selagi mereka
" memenuhi
syarat permit, mereka
boleh mengimportnya,
syarikat bebas
berniaga.

Saiful Yazan Mat Alwi,
Ketua Pengarah MAQIS
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MEAT CARTEL SCANDAL

CARTELS
CONTINUE

Some traders in the
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[t breaks my heart t osee
my family endure this

KUALA LUMPUR:A 37-year-old
man was baffled over his his iden-
t1ty being repeatedly used as a
“director” of a company to bring
in meat from dubious sources
This was even after he had
lodged a police report in the mid-
dle of last year over a similar case
which linked him to the meat car-
tels.
The man also lodged a second
report following a raid by the au-
thorities at one of the seaports
here to seize meat of dubious

assoon as possible.

“The authorities have already
taken my statements. It breaks
my heart to see my family going
* through this. I just hope every-

thing will end well.”

NST reported last year that the
cartel responsible for importing
meat and passing it off as halalin -
Malaysia is believed to have used
proxy companies as the conduit
for their products into the coun- |

try.

pose, using Bumiputera individ-
uals as company directors.

It is understood that the cartel
has between six and 12 proxy
- Companies-set up for this pur-
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Mags: Prosy firms can import frozen meat

PUTRAJAYA: The Malaysian
Quarantine and Inspection Ser-
vices Department (Magis) said
any party can import frozen meat
into the country, even if it is a
“proxy” company.

Magqis director-general Saiful
Yazan Alwi told the NST and BH
that as long as the party fulfilled
the criteria and requirement to
obtain import permits from the
government, it could carry out its
business.

“Malaysia is a trading nation, so
we welcome those who want to be
involved in the import business.”

When asked on the use of proxy
companies or “dummy setups”,
Saiful said it was allowed.

“Those are just tactics in busi-
nesses. If they (business entities)
fulfil the permit requirements,
that they are allowed to import

their supplies,” he said at his of-
fice here recently.

On the illegal use of a person’s
identity to set up a bogus com-
pany, Saiful advised that police
reports be lodged.

At the same time, he said the
import of frozen beef was unlike
the import of chicken meat.

He said the supply of local
chicken “meat was sufficient to
meet domestic consumption,
while its import was mainly for
manufacturing processed food
products,

On the other hand, beef was in-
sufficient to meet local demand.

“We issue permits as a mech-
anism to control the import of
chicken. But it is not the same for
beef. 1

“Local fresh beef supply can
meet only 30 per cent of the cur-

rent domestic demand. That is
why we encourage the import of
frozen beef.”

However, he said the meat must
be only from certified sources and
obtained via legal means.

Following the planned amend-
ments to the Magis Act 2011, Sai-
ful hoped more could be done to
stem smuggling.

Thirty-nine amendments were
recommended in a paper to be
reviewed by the Attorney-Gener-
al’s Chambers, before its tabling
in the Dewan Rakyat.

“With the amendments, we can
directly raid the warehouses to
take action.”

On a related matter, Saiful said
the meat cartels were growing
smarter in their strategies to
smuggle in uncertified meat.

> Turn to Page 10
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‘The syndicates
will always
look for
loopholes’

From Page 9

He said some of the cases in-
volved forged documents, such
as health documents and halal
certifications.

“This year alone, two of the 149
investigations conducted so far
involved forged documents.

“The syndicates will always
look for loopholes. The smug-
glers are smarter than the en-
forcement unit.”

He said some of the smugglers
were industry players them-
selves who used sophisticated
technology to fool the author-
itiess

“But we manage to see through
their plans by holding thorough
checks at all entry points.”

Among others, Magis would
take time go through each con-

tainer and inspect the contents °

using snake-eye cameras.

They will also liaise with. in-
ternational agencies from the re-
spective countries of origin to en-
sure the presented documents
are legitimate.

“We go container by container,
and this leads to long queues at
the ports.

“But it is something we have to
do, since this involves the issue of
halal products.

“So we cannot compromise on
this.”
~. In January alone, the total sup-
ply of meat entering the country
was 11,000 tons and the total
seized was 73 tonnes.

Last month, they also seized 61
tonnes of imported meat.

“We are going hard on this, that
is why we launched our monthly
raids.

“Our main focus is to reinstil
Malaysians’ confidence that what
they are comsuming is safe and
halal, so they can eat with peace
of mind, ” Saiful said.

He also assured the public that
his senior officials were not cor-
rupt.

This is despite the ongoing al-
legations following the smug-
gling of uncertified meat.

He said anyone could lodge a
report with' the Malaysian Anti-
Corruption Commission (MACC)
if there was information proving
otherwise.

“They can go straight to them
(MACC). I will notr c%ver for my
officers.

“I trust the int -
ki integrity of my O

If they are indeed involved in
c%rrupt practices, it would have
béen impossible for us to succeed
in our raids and seizures.”



