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Swine fever under control

Jeffrey: Commercial pig farms not affected by outbreak

By MUGUNTAN VANAR
vmugu@thestar.com.my

KOTA KINABALU: The African Swine Fever
virus affecting pigs and wildboars in parts of
Sabah is now under control, said Deputy
Chief Minister Datuk Seri Dr Jeffrey Kitingan.

He said the state Veterinary Department
was continuing to cull affected pigs which
were mainly kept in backyards and did not
affect the state’s major cormmercial pig farms.

So far, Jeffrey said they had culled 387 pigs
while another 404 died, bringing total mortal-

ity to 791 since the ASF deaths were detected
and confirmed in late January.

Another 139 deaths involved wildboars, he
said, adding however that there was no cull-
ing of these animal yet.

He was speaking to reporters after launch-
ing the tagal system (traditional community
fish conservation) in Kg Rugading along
Sungai Moyog in Penampang.

Jeffrey said the ASF virus was detected in
nine districts — Pitas, Kota Marudu, Beluran,
Telupid, Kinabatangan, Sandakan, Lahad
Datu, Tawau and Tongod.
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Jeffrey said the <m~mﬂme.U.m@Eddma .
continuing to carry out activities to advise pig
farmers on measures to be taken to check the
spread of the virus. .

He urged the public to stop consuming
wildboar for the moment.

“I urge all to avoid sinalau bakas (smoked
wildboar meat) for now,” said Jeffrey, who is
state Agriculture and Fisheries Minister.
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