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Workshop overview

Date and location SponsorsAttendees

26 representatives from 14

different countries
The workshop took

place from 12th – 14th

of December 2023 in

Bangkok, Thailand.

Organizer: WOAH Sub-regional 

Representation for South-East 

Asia (SRR-SEA).

Co-financed: Australian 

Department of Agriculture, 

Fisheries and Forestry (DAFF), 

China, and Japan Trust Fund 

(JTF).



This workshop aims to exchange knowledge and share

experiences regarding WOAH International Standard as

well as SPS market access requirements.



Definition of trade

Trade is the process of exchanging goods or 

services between interested parties for a 

mutually beneficial purpose.

It is implemented through a platform called a 

market (physical, non-physical) and multiple 

different systems (barter, credit, or debit).



Tariffs increase the prices of imported
goods but also reduce efficiencies by
allowing companies that would not
exist in a more competitive market to
remain open.

Definition of tariff

Non-tariff measures (NTM) are policy 
measures other than tariffs that have the 
potential to have an economic impact on 
international trade in goods.

Non-Tariff Measures (NTM)



Basic Principles of the WTO 

SPS Agreement



WTO Trade Agreements under GATT Framework

• Sanitary Phyto-sanitary (SPS) Agreement 

• Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT) Agreement

• Trade Facilitation Agreement

Non-Tariff Trade Barriers
Technical Barriers to Trade
Scientific complexity

Administrative clarity

Relevant International Organisations
• WTO 
➢ SPS Committee
➢ TBT Committee
➢ Trade Facilitation Facility 

• SPS 3 sisters (WOAH, IPPC, Codex Alimentarius)
• World Customs Organisation

Relevant National Government Agencies
• Foreign Affairs and Trade
• Agriculture
• Customs
• Veterinary Authority





• Food safety 

• Animal and plant health standards
Application of 
Sanitary and 

Phytosanitary

• To maintain the sovereign right of any
government to provide the level of health
protection it deems appropriate

• Not to be misused for protectionist
purposes to create unnecessary barriers
to trade

Basic aims of 
the SPS 

Agreement 



What is the role of Veterinary Services in 

international trade? 

✓Defining national priorities and engaging in international trade.

✓Building trust between trading partners, through transparency 

and good governance of Veterinary Services

✓Developing trade through a three-phase process

✓Maintaining trade in the case of disease outbreaks.







WOAH 
International 

Standard

Codes Manuals



SPS Safe Trade: Key Competencies for 

Government Veterinary Authorities



• Disease Management: Official Control Programme development, design, implementation and reporting

• Regulatory Systems: using WOAH Standards to support programme design and implementation

• Using WTO and WOAH transparency mechanisms to demonstrate credibility and develop trust

• SPS Market Access – import risk management using WOAH standards

• SPS Market Access – export negotiation based on equivalence principle

• Official Assurance Programme – design, document and implement

• Audit/Inspection of SPS programmes – government oversight and supervision function

• Export Certification by Official Veterinarians – “first hand knowledge” and “supporting documents”




